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• A New York State Reward School
• Progressive, interdisciplinary social 

studies-based curriculum encourages 
students to examine, explore and 
construct meaning through 
investigative and thematic units.
• Students engage in active hands-on 

learning 
• Develop skills to be independent and

thoughtful learners
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Midtown West is a
District 2 Public School



Midtown West has 
approximately 300 
students
• 2 CLASSES PER GRADE 
• PRE-K THROUGH 5TH GRADE
• STUDENTS HAVE SAME TEACHER FOR 

TWO CONSECUTIVE GRADES CALLED 
“LOOPS”



• Through carefully planned and 
rigorous lessons, students are asked 
to achieve nothing less than their 
very best.

• They work together in collaborative 
groups with endless opportunities 
to articulate thoughts and ideas. 

• MTW students are taught to be 
responsible for themselves and 
their community.
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WE STRIVE TO HELP EVERY 
CHILD FULFILL THEIR 
POTENTIAL



OUR TEACHERS EMBRACE A CULTURE OF PROFESSIONALISM
MTW Staff are among the very best in NYC.

They are dedicated to their work with students while continuously pursuing ways to improve their practice.

Teachers meet in teams, engage in regular dialogue about student learning, and participate in frequent professional 
development opportunities.
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WE COLLABORATE

• MTW is a collaboration between 
Bank Street College of Education and 
District 2.
• MTW has an active relationship with

Teachers College refining our
practices in the teaching of reading
and writing.
• Math curriculum is a combination of 

Investigations and Context for 
Learning all supported by Reimagine.
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WE TRAIN THE 
TEACHERS OF TOMORROW
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MTW is sought by many graduate programs in education.  
As a result, we are proud to host many student teachers throughout the year.  

After receiving the fine training and experience our teachers provide, 
many of our student teachers ultimately come aboard as classroom teachers.



How do we fit in the 
world around us?
The hallmark of our school is our belief in 
Social Studies as a core curriculum.  

The Social Studies units are designed to 
unfold over months, meaningfully woven 
together with writing, science, math, 
music and art.

Through the exploration of content, 
children become thoughtful, critical 
thinkers as they learn about the world 
around them.



PROGRESSIVE 
CONSTRUCTIONIST 
CURRICULUM
THE NEXT FEW SLIDES DIVE A LITTLE DEEPER INTO 
MIDTOWN WEST’S CURRICULUM

MTW is a choice public school that offers a nurturing, 
academically rigorous environment.  We consistently 
score very high on progress reports and children test 
well on standardized tests. 



• Investigations or TERC math
• Hands-on approach
• Developing higher order thinking 

skills
• Children must explain their thinking 

in how they solve problems, not just 
give an algorithm and an answer.
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MATH
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ELA – Reading and Writing

• Teachers College Curriculum
• Creating a community of

readers
• Mini lessons
• Guided Reading
• Shared Reading
• Workshop Model
• PD with Teachers College



SOCIAL STUDIES
OUR CORE CURRICULUM
ACROSS MANY DISCIPLINES

• Encourages a deep understanding
• Promotes critical thinking
• Allows for a research based, in-depth 

examination of specific subjects
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Kindergarten 
SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM THEMES

• Me and my family home visits
• Starting to learn how to 

research
• Math through mapping skills
• Venn diagrams
• Writing books
• Fairy Tale study toward the 

end of the year
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Grade-Level 
SOCIAL STUDIES CURRICULUM THEMES

• First Grade: Neighborhood/Community study 
focusing on restaurants or theaters in alternating 
years
• Second Grade: Rural, suburban, and urban area of 
New York, studying the natural environment. They 
examine urban transportation including subways and 
bridges
• Third Grade: Reaching out into the world focusing 
on China and Africa, both geography and culture
• Fourth Grade: how to be historians, Pilgrams and 
the Mayflower and their encounters with Native 
Americans and early colonization
• Fifth Grade: Study the 13 colonies, similarities and 
differences leading up to the American Revolution, 
ending the year with a study of immigration, past and 
present



MTW ENRICHMENTS
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GYM ART LIBRARY SCIENCEMUSIC

All students at MTW participate in Music, Gym, Art, Library, and Science.  They 
develop computer literacy skills by engaging with technology in the classroom 
and in the computer/media center.   In music class, upper grades study the 
recorder and Orff Orchestra percussion.  Lower grades get “Music and the Brain” 
keyboard and music theory in half-classes.  All students participate in grade-level 
chorus groups.



Clubs
All students in grades 1-5 attend 
clubs one afternoon per week 
during the last period of the school 
day.  
Children can pick from diverse 
offerings such as computer art, 
newspaper, woodworking, cooking, 
record, gymnastics, knitting, arts 
and crafts and more.



• MTW often uses the city as our classroom going 
on many curriculum-based field trips each year.  
We have been known to go on up to thrity trips 
in a given year, starting with home visits in 
Kindergarten where the class visits every 
classmate’s home.  

• Teachers integrate Social Studies with science, 
lELA, art and music and movement

• Overnight trips start in Grade 2 and 3 with one 
nigh vists to Frost Valley in upstate NY.  4th and 
5th Grade trips include Shelter Island or Hawk 
Circle and can be 1 or 2 nights.

• Trips are always tied to curriculum, research 
based, and are treated as an extension of the 
classroom
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FIELD TRIPS



COMMUNITY EVENTS
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WINTER CONCERT

DECEMBER

MLK CONCERT

JANUARY

CULTURAL POTLUCK

LATE WINTER

SPRING CONCERT

LATE SPRING

HOE DOWN

MID FALL

We do not celebrate holidays at MTW.  Holidays will be studied within the structure of our Social Studies 
core curriculum, but they will not be celebrated.

We do celebrate Birthdays in the classroom usually with cupcakes at the end of the school day. 

In addition, the PTA will present several fund-raising and community events throughout the year.



• MTW Exteneded Day is an onsite, 
tuition-based afterschool program
that is partially staffed by MTW
teachers. More information is
available on our website. 
• Registration materials are sent out 

over the summer for the upcoming 
school year.
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EXTENDED DAY



MIDTOWN WEST QUICK FACTS

DISTRICT 2 CHOICE

MTW is a District 2 Choice 
School, not a neighborhood 
zoned school within a 
neighborhood catchment 
area.  We draw families 
from all over District 2
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CLASS SIZE

Class size is expected to be 
28 students in grades K-5  
with 1 teacher, and 18 
students in PreK with 1 
teacher and 1 Para-
professional

There is no Bus 
Transportation provided. 
Depending on the distance 
from your home, students 
may qualify for a free MTA 
pass.  Some students with 
IEP’s may qualify for bus 
transportation.

BUSSING



MIDTOWN WEST QUICK FACTS

BREAKFAST & LUNCH

All students are entitled to 
free breakfast and free 
lunch.
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LOOPING
MTW practices a LOOPING 
class model.  Classes are 
created and remain 
together for 2 years with 
the same teacher and the 
same students. There is a 
K/1 Loop, a 2/3 Loop, and a 
4/5 Loop.

MTW has special education 
services as designated on a 
student’s IEP including 
SETTS, Speech and 
Language, PT and OT.  
Please provide a copy of 
your child’s IEP.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
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Parent/Guardian 
Involvement
Parent involvement at MTW is substantial. 
All families are automatically members of 
the PTA.
Parents/Guardians have the opportunity 
to sign up for many committees including 
Library, Class Reps, Green Committee, 
Fundraising, Grant Writing, Wellness, 
Diversity, and more.  
We encourage families to be involved 
with the PTA.  Doing so you will help 
enrich the lives of all MTW children.  Our 
success largely depends on your 
involvement and commitment.



THANK YOU!
MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
WWW.MIDTOWNWESTSCHOOL.ORG

http://www.midtownwestschool.org/

